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Seeking a treatment
for Down syndrome

Fraek Becerra Jr./The Joemal Mews
Danvid, & Mourit Kisco resident, has 8 comimunications device on his wheed-
chair that ghes him & menu of messages he can communicate, such as
his name, age and favorite musicians, He recebved the whesalchair from a
local olinkc nan by Ability Beyond Disability, 8 nonprofit group that provides
services to people with disabdlities, Page 18

‘% | There's a reason the

| sushi at Cross River's
Haiku is so fresh: It
comes from top New York
City markets. Page 19

Pleasantville's Friends of
the Performing Arts,
including the costume
crew, pulls together to
stage “Greasel” Page 20

A historic Katonah
building, part of the John
Jay Homestead, gets its

first paint job in 40 years. | g, an Laare of Pleasantville, whose daughter Anna has Down syndrame, has devoted himeaif to helping find a
Page 5 treatmient for the chromosomal condition, Lazane recently was elected to the board of directors of the Down
Syndrome Research and Treatment Foundation, Page 3
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Parents devoted to ﬁndmg Down syndrome treatment

Swapna Yenugopal Ramaswamy
The Jeeemad N

— Mary
A frmer prosecutor for the
e hantor County District Aftore
ney's Qffice, nnrl herMI';.shhmd
Stephen, a partner at a attan
law flren, always had high profes-
slomal expectations for thelr two
R it B s
& e Lo or
doctors, like most parents,” said
Mary Lazare, o Fleasantville resident
for 12 years,

But three years ago, with a sur-
prige pregnancy nf the age of 43 and
the subsequent birth of thelr daugh-
ter Anna, who has Down syndeome,
ﬂm'l‘ripurspecliu d d,

our chifdren become

mﬁ nb and productive
era al sociely and are around
pe%ﬁ:wlm love them,” she said.

ile this might scem a moder-
#le enough hope for Libby, 14, and
Aleze, 13, their bwo older kids, for 3
E:ﬁ;ald. Anna, it could be a chak

oet people with Down syn-
drome have a mild to modecate
ferm of mental retardation and
have speech and longuage difficul-
’-'IC%.. i o . "

ul if Stephen Lazsre, 47, has his
v.u:g- 2 Anni ane diy will have o career

drive her own car. The father
hias devated himself to he find &
treatment for children born with the
extra 21st cliromasame that signals
Dovwn syndrome and interferes with
normal development.

La.:?mmh'm elected to the
board of directors of the Down Syn-
drome Research and Treatment
Foundation, a California-based non-
profit organization taat funds Down
syndrome cognition research.

“Steve raised cloge to 200,00
Last fall, It was one of cur biggest
fundraisers,” said No'eem Salaam,
executive director of DSETF, found-
od in 2004,

In October, the Lazares and a fel-
low parent founded NYC DSRTF
“Romp for Research,” an event in
Manhattan that drew about 500 peo-
ple from the the tri-state area,
oz seEs R

ra o An a
difference,”

Fnrrhei:urewymmskmu
birth, the Lagares were invohed with
the Naticnal Down Syndrome Soci-

oy,

But the Lazares sald thelr focus
was more on advoency and educs-
ticn rather than research, which
NDES emphasizes, According (o the
sociely's Web site, since its estab-
lishment in 1983, it has provided
nearly 53 milllon In research.

Many sclentists have sald they
think thet fgure ks woedully low to at-
tract talented researchers focusing
an Down symdrome.

Staphen Lazare, shown with his 3yesr-old
Traatme

Resesrch and

s;mdmrri& Mmmrﬂﬁwaw Lasl.yaan' Lmrnrﬁaudnanﬁr%

“Just In the last vear alone, we

gave out 5800000 to Stanford Uni-
verally’s Center far DS Research and
‘Treatment," s2id Salanm, of DSETT.
“This year, we hope to make grants
worth 52 million avallable by Sep-
tember.”

Research may be able to reverse
or ameficrate the effects of the extra
chramosome, partlnuh:hr the de-
gree of cognitive impainm

“Because the majority u\t Lnuelivid-
uals with Diown syndrome fall into
thse mndld to mederate range of cogni-
tive impairment, an extra 10 1Q
points would enable most persons
with Down syndrome to function
much more ind.egendenﬂy." said D,
Michael Harpold, a Momedieal s
entist and clalrmean of the Seientific
Advisory Board of DSETF. “The ul-
timate goal Is to provide increased
opportunities for individuals with

Independent lives.

Dr. Michael Harpold,
Dewm Syndrome Ressarch
and Treatment Foundation

Down syneds to lead vd-
i i rome to Indeper

Anza s had some developmen-
tal delayss she doesn't jump or mn
and walls a little slower than other
Hdds, her motler said,

“Bat she learned her alphabet be-
Im'calmhunedzmui:anuﬂ-:ﬂmnt-
Iyinslgn e, she s=id.

5 “Anni is -uumﬁngtomrcudmd

% @ greal vocabulasy,” her father
added.

But whether the progress will stay
on track is a question “that only time
will tell,* Mary Eazare sald.

Stapén Lasaim

daughter, Anna, and wife, Maj
5 mpe Lben. e Y, nunwwmappﬂnmmﬁu board of directors of the Down Syndrome

n The mmmmmumlu Anna, who has Down

Anna 5 the youngest of thres Lazans children. She has a brather, Alex, 13,

shown doing push-ups with her, and a slster, Liby, 14,

While there Is cleardy a cognition
la:d hehtﬂwt'l dysfunction early on

people with Down By
there is a definite Mm}:ﬂm
m dyafunction by age 40, Hnrpold

i s e
man genoms [i] U o
tunities for Down syndrome re-
search,” Salsam said, “and we arc
condident thal we will be able to de-
velop a drug for its treatment.”

And that would be muskc to any

parent’s ears,

"We would peefer that Anna did
not have Dovn symdrome, a prefer-
sharn ﬁlSul'tnphe mtﬂggm%:{

i n i
oarr lives are happier and more mean-
inghul with Anna than H:lcrwe're ar
ever could be without her,
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